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Quicker, more accurate monsoon predictions soon 

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx  

 

There are active phases of rain followed by breaks. This would enable predictions of the subseasonal changes as well SN 

TRIPATHI, co principal investigator of the project from IIT K  

LUCKNOW: How about getting rain forecasts a few weeks or a month in advance? Early and accurate monsoon predictions 

may soon be reality. An experiment is underway jointly by India and the United Kingdom to improve the skill of rainfall 

prediction. The experiment is being carried out by several institutions, of which Indian Institute of Technology ( IIT ) Kanpur 

is also a partner. SN Tripathi, co principal investigator of the project from IIT Kanpur and incharge of the observational 

super site at Kanpur said , “There are currently a lot of uncertainties in weather and climate models, particularly when it 

comes to rainfall prediction. For instance, most climate models cannot predict the decreasing trend in monsoon rainfall 

over India for the past 50 years. Relationship of monsoon rainfall with several land forcing variables like surface energy 

budget, soil moisture and aerosol are still not clear in the Indian scenario. These experiments will create a database of all 
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relevant landatmospheric parameters, which can be used to systematically study these interactions and improve monsoon 

predictions in future.” He said the experiment was being performed to improve the skill of rainfall prediction in operational 

weather and climate models by way of better understanding and representation of interactions between the land surface, 

boundary layer, convection, largescale environment and the monsoon. “There are active phases of rain followed by breaks. 

This would enable predictions of the subseasonal changes as well,” said Tripathi. Several sites have been set up as part of 

this project to continuously monitor relevant atmospheric parameters. Of these, Kanpur is the super site, housing a lot of 

instruments . “Land to atmosphere energy and carbon fluxes are being measured by an eddy covariance flux tower at IIT 

Kanpur. Simultaneously, Lidarbased vertical measurements of aerosol, cloud and wind along with surface measurements 

of aerosol physical, optical and microphyscical properties are also being made at the institute. This site will provide support 

to the intermittent aircraft measurements over the IndoGangetic plains. In conjunction, radiosondes will be launched from 

IIT K later this month to understand the vertical profile of the atmosphere,” said Tripathi. The experiment started in May. 

However, many of the instruments used in this project have been operational since several months. The flux tower was 

set up in September 2015, while the ceilometer was set up in November 2015. 
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IIT KGP students help aspirants crack the code  

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx 

Many students are coming up with queries on the informational website of IIT Kharagpurr or JEE Advanced qualifiers, 

why.iitkgp.ac.in, “My rank is 2**, should I join Electronics or mathematics and computing to ensure better placement?” 

or “My rank is 1000+, I am applying in agriculture and food engineering, what is the prospect of placement in this 

department?” IIT Kharagpur students from different departments are addressing queries of aspiring students on social 

media platforms. The faculty team incharge of career development centre says, “Based on the past records, it’s evident 

that those who have maintained a good academic CGPA in any of the disciplines, most of them students have been 

successful in getting the placement of their choice.” Atal Ashutosh Agarwal, a senior student from IIT Kharagpur says, “The 

placement trend at IIT Kharagpur has shown that the flexibility in curriculum through interdisciplinary programmes, minor 

courses and cocurricular activities make our students fit into any sector such as core engineering, IT, finance, analytics, 

consulting et al. It does not matter which discipline you study, you may make a successful in road to placement.” Now to 

even more increase this flexibility in curricula, last year IIT Kharagpur introduced microspecialisations wherein students 

can study three to four subjects from other disciplines, thus improving their employability in those fields. Students can 

also enrol for dual degree programmes, thus opting for  MTech in interdisciplinary subjects like financial engineering, 

engineering entrepreneurship, energy engineering, environmental engineering, quality engineering, design and 

manufacturing or MBA. The institute also offers mentoring, grooming programme and psychometric tests to help students 
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perform better in placement interviews. The project, Know your Department, which was created to assist the queries 

similar to the ones mentioned above, has turned out to be a great success too. The facebook page of IIT Kharagpur also 

had series of queries from JEE Advanced qualifiers who were then routed to the website why.iitkgp.ac.in to guide them 

accordingly. Students at the institute have also started a Facebook group to directly interact with the qualifying students.  

Most Punjabi pop songs romanticise drugs and violence, says IIM-A study 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/health-news/Most-Punjabi-pop-songs-romanticise-drugs-

and-violence-says-IIM-A-study/articleshow/52631696.cms 

 

The Censors may be forcing producers of 'Udta Punjab' to remove 'Punjab' from the film's name, but how is it going to 

erase the romanticisation of violence and drugs in popular Punjabi culture? Every other Punjabi pop song mentions 

drugs in one form or another.  

 

The obsession with violence, drugs and liquor in Punjabi pop is no alien fact and has been debated in the community for 

years. So much so that cricketer Harbhajan Singh's recent tweets asking young people to stay away from such songs had 

gone viral.  

 

But all this has been backed up by some detailed research by a team led by Indian Institute of Manage ment -

Ahmedabad's (IIMA) Prof Dheeraj Sharma. The team studied 50 Punjabi songs each that 200 students between the age 

of 18 and 25 heard and said that youths in the state have a high propensity towards committing violence and engaging 

in drug abuse. The songs were not older than five years. 

 

The research team went through the songs and qualified them on a scale one to five where one stood for songs that 

made no references to drugs and violence while five made a strong and explicit reference. Each student was asked to 

submit 50 favourite Punjabi songs he or she listened to regularly in a USB.  

 

The researchers found that of the 50, the minimum number of songs on a USB that related to drugs and violence was 10 

while the maximum was all 50. "In other words, we were able to obtain a rank from the USB of the respondents on how 

frequently they listened to songs containing violence and drug usage," said Dheeraj. 

 

The study also found that individuals who listened most frequently to the violent and drug-related songs had a negative 

attitude towards women, high propensity to commit violence and high intent to engage in drug use."The study does not 

say that these youth are into drugs.But by knowing their behavioural pattern, we could find their likelihood in being 

influenced by drugs and violence," Dheeraj added. 

 

There have been previous studies which suggest that specific lyrical disapproval and support will increase listener's 

curiosity related about drugs. "A study conducted by the US government's Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA), found that music has reasonably significant influence on drug usage behaviour of teenagers," 

Dheeraj said. 
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